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Monitor-hit the nail on tfoe head. This is exactly what the English Liberals and the French Raidicals have always wanted: revolutionary-sounding phrases for the purpose of deceiving the masses, for the purpose of inducing them to place their trust in the Lloyd Georges, the Sembats, the Renaudels, the Legiens, and the Kautskys, in the men capable of preaching "defence of the fatherland" in a predatory war.
But Monitor represents only one variety of opportunism: the frank, crude, cynical variety. The others act in a stealthy, subtle, "honest" manner. Engels once said that "honest" opportunists are the most dangerous for the working class. .. . Here is one example:
Kautsky, in the Neue Zeit (November 26, 1915),writes: "The opposition to the majority is growing; the masses are in an opposition mood." "After the war (only after the war? N. L.) class antagonisms1 will become so &hanp that radicalism will gain the upper hand among the masses." "After the war (only after the war? N. L.) we will be menaced by the desertioni of the radical elements -from the Party and their influx into the party of antiparliamentary (?? this should be taken to mean extraparliamentajry) mass action." "Thus, our Party is splitting up into two extreme camps, having .nothing in common with each other." For the sake of saving unity Kauitslky tries to persuade the miaj'ority in the Reichstag to allow the minority to make a few radical parliamentary speeches. That means that Kautsky wishes, with the aid of a few radical parliamentary speeches, to reconcile the revolutionary masses with the opportunists, who have "nothing in common" with revolution, who have lomg had the leadership pif the trade unions, and now, relying on their close alliance with the bourgeoisie and the government, (have also captured the leadership of the party. What material difference is there between this and Monitor's "program"? None, except for sentimental phrases which prostitute Marxism,